The present study deals with the morphologic variability of eight Clathria species from the southern Gulf of Mexico and Mexican Caribbean.
Introduction
The knowledge of marine sponge fauna in the lower Gulf of Mexico and the Mexican Caribbean has been of great interest due to the disturbance of environments within various sites of importance. Tourism and other anthropogenic influences, together with hurricanes and other climatic factors, have affected the coral reefs off the Harbor of Veracruz, the barrier reef along the touristic coast of Quintana Roo, and oil rigs around Campeche Bank. The most studied sites had been the coral reefs off the Harbor of Veracruz (Green 1977; Green et al. 1986; Gómez 2007) , the Yucatan Peninsula (Gómez 2006) , the Alacranes, and Sisal reefs (in process), and the coral barrier reef in Quintana Roo (Gómez & Green 1984; Gómez 2002; Maas-Vargas 2004) .
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